JANUARY 2020

ALL ABOUT ALMONDS

ORCHARD MANAGEMENT

Most growers will have a strategy in place to reduce the impact
of the drought. This Fact Sheet summarises information put
together during previous droughts that may assist in further
building or fine tuning your drought strategy.

The Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) drought report advises the

36 months, from January 2017 to December 2019, as being “the
driest on record” when averaged over the Murray-Darling Basin.
These extended hot and dry conditions have created additional
water needs for almond orchards. The BOM climate outlook
published 9 January 2020 suggests the outlooks for drier than
average conditions have eased for most areas however, several
months of above average rainfall is needed to see a recovery from
current long-term rainfall deficiencies.

In these conditions, orchard managers are faced with some
tough decisions that may impact on production for several years.
Questions you may be asking:

* How much water do | purchase? and What is the highest price |
can afford?

« If I can’t get the water | need, which patches do | prioritise? or
* Am | better off to reduce irrigation volumes across the whole
property?

« Is it a good time to abandon poor performing patches and bring-
forward my redevelopment plan?

Even if you have enough water for this season, planning ahead
for future years will help reduce the stress for both almond trees
and managers and provide some certainty and focus. The links
provided in the table presents information developed in previous
droughts and research projects which may assist in developing
your drought strategy.

For further information review state and federal government
websites, or contact your local rural counselling service. They will
provide information on any drought related grants, rebates and
incentives that you may eligable for.
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innovation and adoption program
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This project has been funded by Hort
Innovation, using the almond industry
research and development levy and
contributions from the Australian
Government. Hort Innovation is the
grower owned not-for-profit research
and development corporation for
Australian horticulture.
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DISCLAIMER

Any recommendations, suggestions or opinions contained in this publication do not necessarily represent the policy or views of the Aimond Board of Australia. No person should act on the basis of the contents
of this publication without first obtaining specific, independent, professional advice. The Almond Board of Australia and contributors to this Fact Sheet may identify products by proprietary or trade names to
help readers identify particular types of products. We do not endorse or recommend the products of any manufacturer referred to. Other products may perform as well as or better than those specifically

referred to.

Horticulture Innovation Australia Limited (Hort Innovation) and the Aimond Board of Australia (ABA) makes no representations and expressly disclaims all warranties (to the extent permitted by law) about the
accuracy, completeness, or currency of information in AL16001 - Australian almond industry innovation and adoption program. Reliance on any information provided by Hort Innovation and the ABA is entirely
at your own risk. Hort Innovation and the ABA is not responsible for, and will not be liable for, any loss, damage, claim, expense, cost (including legal costs) or other liability arising in any way, including from any
Hort Innovation or other person’s negligence or otherwise from your use or non-use of AL16001 - Australian almond industry innovation and adoption program, or from reliance on information contained in the

material or that Hort Innovation provides to you by any other means.
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http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/drought/
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/outlooks/
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0011/387857/Managing-almond-trees-with-less-water.docx
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0011/387857/Managing-almond-trees-with-less-water.docx
http://ucmanagedrought.ucdavis.edu/Agriculture/Crop_Irrigation_Strategies/Almonds/
https://australianalmonds-com-au.cld.bz/In-A-Nutshell-Vol-19-6-Summer-2019-201/22/#zoom=z
https://australianalmonds-com-au.cld.bz/In-A-Nutshell-Vol-19-6-Summer-2019-201/22/#zoom=z
https://www.horticulture.com.au/growers/help-your-business-grow/research-reports-publications-fact-sheets-and-more/al12010/
https://www.horticulture.com.au/growers/help-your-business-grow/research-reports-publications-fact-sheets-and-more/al12010/
https://www.horticulture.com.au/growers/help-your-business-grow/research-reports-publications-fact-sheets-and-more/al12010/
https://industry.australianalmonds.com.au/growing/almond-production/
https://industry.australianalmonds.com.au/growing/almond-production/
https://australianalmonds-com-au.cld.bz/Vol-18-2-Winter-Spring-FINAL/28/
https://australianalmonds-com-au.cld.bz/Vol-18-2-Winter-Spring-FINAL/28/

